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A Note on Archival and Documentary Sources. 

    The author’s 1985 German Naval History: A Guide to the Literature provided much of 

the background for the historiography of the Raeder era and analyzes the key studies and 

research issues (see Chapter I, “The Writing of German Naval History”). Chapter II, 

“Sources of German Naval History,” evaluates the documentary record, both published 

and archival resources available. Since 1985, there have been a number of developments 

to facilitate the work of the scholar. The Bundesarchiv has published guides to a number 

of its collections of private papers (Nachlässe) and its website (www.bundesarchiv.de) 

provides an excellent oversight of its holdings. Another example is The Avalon Project at 

Yale Law School (www.yale.edu/lawweb), which provides the proceedings of the 

International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg. The transfer of the Berlin Document 

Center to German control in 1994 and the microfilming of its records to the U.S. National 

Archives and Records Administration have increased access to the extensive records of 

the NSDAP. Space does not permit a listing of all the records consulted and utilized for 



this study, however, the significant documentary files will be noted for each archive. 

There have been some changes over the last 30 years in the Bundesarchiv-Militärchiv in 

the Signatur of some of the documents. The PG classification used by the British in 

cataloguing the captured naval archives is still valuable in tying together the collections 

of the Militärarchiv and reconciling earlier evaluations of the documents. When the 

author was first working in Freiburg, the Raeder collection (Sammlung Grossadmiral 

Raeder, RM 6) was in process of being compiled; today, it exists as N 391. Both 

references are utilized in this study. Three published documentary sources require special 

attention because they have greatly enhanced access to the primary sources for the war 

years, 1914-1918 and 1939-1945. The first, Kriegstagebuch der Seekriegsleitung 1939-

1945, published in 68 volumes (1988-1997), represents Teil A of the SKL’s KTB and is 

an indispensable tool for understanding the naval leadership’s evaluation and conduct of 

the war at sea. The Signatur of the original documents are RM 7 (earlier classifications of 

the KTB were: Kr/Chef under the Kriegswissenschaft Abteilung der Marine OKM/SKL; 

British Admiralty PG; and Dokumentenzentale des MGFA, III M 1000). The second, Die 

deutsche Seekriegsleitung im Ersten Weltkrieg: Documentation, published in 4 volumes 

(1999- ), represents an attempt to duplicate the KTB of the Second World War—a task 

made difficult by the lack of any centralized naval command (until the creation of the 

Seekriegsleitung in August 1918. Michael Salewski’s 1973 documentary collection, 

Denkschriften und Lagebetrachtungen 1938-1944, Vol. III of his Die deutsche 

Seekriegsleitung 1935-1945, provides a valuable collection of the key documents of the 

critical pre-war years and the assessments of the SKL over the course of the war. 

Additional documentary records, especially those relating to the “continuity” debate of 

German naval history in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries can be found in the 

studies of Gerhard Schreiber, notably his 1979 “Zur Kontinuität des Gross- und 

Weltmachstrebens der  deutschen Marineführung.” 
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